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The Victims of the 1918-1919 Spanish influenza epidemic Listed here are the 23 known North Bend area  
victims of the Spanish Flu epidemic over a 
four-month period whose deaths are directly 

attributed to the disease or the pneumonia that 
often followed the influenza. All quoted material is 
from an Eagle obituary.

Clarance Scott 
Friday, Oct. 4, 1918, age 30
The first local victim of the Spanish flu grew up near 
Cedar Bluffs and married Josephine Roubal of North 
Bend. He farmed and lived a mile east of North Bend.
“Mr. Scott died Friday, the news of which came as a 
shock to his many friends. He had been ill but a few days 
and no one realized the seriousness of his sickness. Mrs. 
Scott and the two chil dren were critically ill with the dis
ease at the time of the death of the hus band and father.”

William A.J. Winkelman 
Sunday, Oct. 6, 1918, age 16
William died at 5:20 a.m. in his farmhouse seven miles 
northeast of North Bend after a sickness of one week. 
He is buried in Hooper Cemetery.

Derrell Robert Vawter 
Sunday Oct. 6, 1918, age 8
The young son of Mr. and Mrs. E.H. Vawter was sick for 
two weeks before he succumbed to Spanish flu, which 
had evolved into a severe case of pneumonia fever.

Irma Roberta Tapster 
Wednesday, Oct. 9, 1918, age 9

“Little Irma Roberta Tapster passed away at five 
o’clock Wednesday after noon, another victim of the 
terrible epidemic of Spanish influenza which is pervad
ing this community. To those who have for nine years 
watched ‘Tootsie’ grow from a beautiful baby into a love
ly, sunshiny, little girl to whom everyone was attracted, 
the sad news comes with a shock that is al most over
whelming. And to those who have known the child thus, 
some knowledge is obtained of the load of sorrow which 
is crushing the hearts of the father and mother almost to 
break ing. She was an only child, the idol of her parents’ 
hearts, around whom every hope and ambition of their 
lives centered; and a wave of sympathy goes to them in 
their affliction, as in deed it goes to the several families 
of North Bend who are now bowed in sor row. 

“Irma Roberta, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J.R. 
Tapster, was born Oc tober 4, 1909, and was nine years 
and five days old at the time of her death. She was 
taken ill Wednesday, October 2, and pneumonia devel
oped almost im mediately, making her condition serious 
from the start. Everything that skilled medical atten
tion and careful nursing could do was done and at times 
it seemed that the disease would be conquered, but the 
tired heart gave way at last under the strain put upon it 
and the little life slipped peacefully away. 

“The same beautiful disposition which characterized 
Roberta always was in evidence throughout her illness. 
‘I’m better,’ she would say with a smile to all inquiries 
from those at her bedside, and her patience and sweet
ness throughout her days of suffering were marvelled at 
by those in attend ance upon her. Precious memories of 
the dear little daughter are locked fast in her parents’ 
hearts, and we know that these will be a priceless com
fort to them as they look forward to a glad reunion in 
that land where death comes not.”

Myrtle (Brennan) Sellhorn
Saturday, Oct. 12, age 32
She died after a week with the Spanish flu, leaving be
hind her husband H.H. Sellhorn and six children.
“Mrs. Sellhorn and all of the children of the family 
were ill with the influenza, and while Mrs. Sellhorn’s 
con dition was considered the most serious, there was 
no thought of its fatal ter mination until a little more 
than a day before the end came.”

Nellie Marian (Helt) Shriver 
Monday Oct. 14, 1918, age 37
She was sick with the flu for two weeks. It developed 
into pneumonia, and she was hurried from her home in 
the Maple Grove area five miles north of North Bend to 
the Fremont hospital on Saturday and died the next day. 

Burnardette Kelly 
Tuesday, Oct. 8, 1918, age 4
“The baby sister, a happy winsome child of four years, 
answered the summons on Tuesday morning and owing 

to the serious illness of the mother and two sisters and 
a brother, preparations were made for immediate in
ternment as the sun was slowly setting in the west. The 
little angel was tenderly borne by lov ing hands to the 
beautifully sunny spot in the cemetery which overlooks 
their home. The sick mother bore the news of the little 
one’s death bravely and said ‘God knows best  who shall 
be summoned.’”

Katherine Alice (Malloy) Kelly 
Tuesday, Oct. 11, 1918, age 46
The mother of Burnardette Kelly, who died three days 
earlier. Her last full day alive, Oct. 14, was her and her 
husband Martin’s 27th wedding anniversary.

Emma Marie Peters
Friday, Oct. 18, 1918, age 18
The daughter of Fred and Hattie Peters was a junior 
at NBHS. She fell ill on Wednesday while working at 
the telephone office and died two days later. She was 
buried in Elkhorn, where the family lived before moving 
to North Bend. Five of her NBHS classmates served as 
pallbearers. “A sad feature was the severe illness of 
her mother, who was unable to leave her bed during the 
sickness and death of this beloved daughter.”

Clara Belle Acom
Friday, Oct. 18, 1918, age 23
The 1915 NBHS graduate was teaching in Howells at 
the time of her death.

Lorena Ethel (Newsom) Miller
Friday, Oct. 18, 1918, age 31
The sister of Eagle editor Joe C. Newsom, she left be
hind a husband, William Miller, and a 1yearold son, 
Wilbur. “The little fellow now nearly two years old, 
must wait for a brighter day when he may be again 
with his mamma.”

Martin James Gaughen 
Friday, Oct. 18, 1918, Age 32
The proprietor of the Clyde store, he died after an 11
day fight with pneumonia that followed influenza, leav
ing his wife Mamie and three children. He is buried in 
St. Patrick’s of Clyde Cemetery. 

Raymond William Groetke 
Sunday, Oct. 20, 1918, age 2
“The little fellow was sick only three days and his going 
is a sad shock to his parents and friends.”

Clifford Franklin Corn
Oct. 23, 1918, age 24
An employee of the North Bend Eagle, Clifford died 
after an illness of 12 days. He was buried in his home
town of Salem, Nebraska.

Pvt. Orville E. Hatch
Wednesday, Nov. 27, 1918, age 27
The Webster native was at Ft. Omaha when he con
tracted the disease and died of pneumonia.

Herman Hudson 
Thursday, Dec. 4, 1918, age 10
“Death entered the home of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hud
son Wednesday morn ing, when a little nephew, Herman 
Hudson, aged ten, succumbed to in fluenza. The little 
boy came here from Kansas with his father, sister and 
grandmother, to spend Thanksgiving with his relatives 
who live on the Hugh Gaughen farm at Clyde.”

Laura L. (Whestphalen) Strong 
Sunday, Dec. 8, 1918, age 25
Died after a week’s illness, leaving husband Earl Strong 
and two small children. Buried in Woodland Cemetery.

Lawrence J. Tomasek
Friday, Dec. 13, 1918, age 21
The son of Mr. and Mrs. John Tomasek, who lived north
west of town, went to Kansas City Dec. 1 to attend trac
tor and auto school. Soon after arriving, he contracted 
the flu. His brother John went down to be with him but 
was not permitted to see him because of his critical 
condition. He was buried in the (Killian) National Cem
etery in Saunders County.

Hattie (Barlow) Peters 
Monday, Dec. 16, 1918, age 44
“Death entered the home of Fred Peters for a second time in two months, 
claiming in this instance the wife and mother, who passed away Monday, 
morning. Mrs. Peters’ illness covers parts of two months, during which 
time the oldest daughter, Emma, died of the disease to which her mother 
succumbed, influenza.”

Ora (Scott) Wigington
Wednesday, Dec. 18, 1918, age 35
“A little over a week ago the family contracted the influenza. Mrs. Wig
ington was one of the first to become ill. Her condition had not been 
dangerous until the latter part of the week previous to her death, when 
she seemed to grow somewhat worse. Her family and friends continued to 
have great hopes for her recovery until Tuesday morning. It then became 
evident that she was fac ing a crisis. A doctor was called from Omaha, who 
responded to the call by coming on the evening train. He and the attend
ing physician at once held council and both physicians felt that the patient 
had considerable chance of recovery. Her strength was not suffi cient for 
the crisis, however, and she fell victim to the dreadful scourge which has 
resulted in so much loss of life.” She is buried in Purple Cane Cemetery.

Hazel Kiser Monday, Dec. 23, 1918, age 16
The oldest of seven Kiser children died at home near Rogers. She is bur
ied in Purple Cane.

Mary Kiser Sunday, Dec. 29, 1918, age 8
“Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Kiser, who only a week ago burled their oldest 
daughter, were called upon to undergo another ordeal when their little 
daugh ter Mary, aged 8 years, died Sunday of influenza, the same disease 
which had overtaken the older girl. Owing to the serious condition of sev
eral members of the family, no services were held at the home.”

James Bryan Wednesday, Jan. 29, 1919, age 41
“His illness covered a period of several weeks, part of the time he spent in 
a hospital in Omaha. He suffered an attack of influenza from which he did 
not recover and passed away.” He is buried in the Cruickshank (Summit 
Grove) Cemetery south of Webster.

day, defeating the Citizen Party 
candidate, J.M. Eason, 121-78.

Little did he know, Thom’s re-
sponsibilities as mayor would 
take a back seat in the coming 
year to a role that came along 
with the position: chairman of  
the local board of  health.

While Thom was taking the 
oath of  office in North Bend, 
unusual influenza activity was 
noted in several military camps 
and cities on the East Coast. 
The illness was relatively lim-
ited and mild. This spring 1918 
outbreak would become known 
as the “First Wave.”

The origins of  the Spanish 
flu did not really spring from 
Spain. As the influenza strain 
spread throughout the world – 
a process sped up by the tight 
quarters and massive move-
ments of  troops during the war 
– most countries didn’t publi-
cize the severity of  the sick-
ness within their borders, fear-
ing it would hurt public morale 
and give enemies confidence.

Spain, however, was neu-
tral in World War I, so it had 
no such concerns in reporting 
the effect influenza was having 
on its country, so the disease 
first emerged on the public’s 
consciousness as the “Spanish 
flu.” The name stuck.

The national news briefs on 
Page 2 of  the Sept. 19, 1918, 
North Bend Eagle gave the first 
hints of  the impending danger:

“One thousand cases of  in-
fluenza were reported at Camp 
Devens near Ayer, Mass., by the 
division surgeon.”

“Outbreaks of  the Span-
ish influenza have occurred 
at several eastern and south-
ern cities, according to an an-
nouncement by Surgeon Gen-

eral Blue.”
The Second Wave was begin-

ning.

The Sept. 26 Eagle reported 
that influenza outbreaks 

struck nine army camps 
throughout the country.  Great 
Lakes Naval Training Station 
near Chicago saw 4,500 of  the 
50,000 sailors stationed there 
infected. No more leaves would 
be granted, essentially putting 
the base under quarantine to 
try to halt the flu’s spread.

Buried at the end of  the Lo-
cal section on Page 5 was this 
note: “Local physicians are of  
the opinion that the Spanish 
influenza has struck North 
Bend. A number of  cases have 
been reported– and some quite 
severe ones.”

Attendance in North Bend 
schools took a hit as infected 
children were kept at home.

The influenza is highly con-
tagious, warned the Sept. 26 
Eagle, and anyone feeling a 
“cold in the head... can serve 
themselves and the community 
best by segregating themselves 
as completely as possible until 
they have recovered.”

The disease kept spreading. 
Miss Clara Wittmer, North 
Bend’s eighth grade teacher, 
fell sick and went to stay with 

her parents in Lincoln to re-
cuperate. Mary Chapman and 
her stepmother Kate Farrell 
left to visit Mary’s son John 
Chapman at Camp Funston, an 
army training center now part 
of  Fort Riley, Kansas, and ac-
cording to one theory, the place 
where the Spanish flu epidem-
ic originated. By the time the 
ladies reached Omaha, word 
was received that the camp was 
under flu quarantine, so they 
returned to North Bend.

Three telephone operators 
fell sick, necessitating subs 
to be brought down from the 
Scribner telephone office.  
Treating the flu got a little 
more difficult when pharma-
cist Walter LaViolette fell ill 
and had to close his store for a 
couple of  weeks.

Dr. John Hubenbecker of  
Morse Bluff  and Dr. Dewia 
Hegwer of  North Bend fell se-
riously ill after being exposed 
to the disease while treating 
patients.

Then the deaths started.
The Spanish flu invaded 

a farmhouse a mile east of  
North Bend, striking all four 
members of  the Scott family. 
Clarence Scott became North 
Bend’s first flu fatality. After 
only a few days’ sickness, he 
died Friday, Oct. 4, 1918, at the 
age of  30, leaving behind his 
wife Josephine and two chil-
dren who were all critically ill 
themselves. 

The following days brought 
four more deaths. William 
Winkelman, age 16, and Der-
rell Vawter, 8, both died on 
Sunday. Irma Tapster passed 
away Wednesday, bringing the 
week’s toll to four.

It was time to take drastic 
measures. 

Mayor Thom called a meet-
ing of  the city board of  health, 
which included himself  as 
chairman, councilman Charles 
K. Watson, Chief  of  Police D.G. 
Lehmer and Dr. A.E. Hoff.

On Saturday, Oct. 5, the day 
after Clarence Scott died, the 
health board posted notices 
that as of  10 p.m. that day, all 
schools, churches, pool halls, 
saloons and picture shows 
were closed until further no-
tice, and all public gatherings 
were banned. Stores were not 
closed, but the board warned 
that “all should transact their 
business as quickly as possible 
and leave the store.”

North Bend wasn’t alone in 
taking substantial measures 
to prevent the spread of  the 
lethal disease. U.S. Surgeon 
General Rupert Blue recom-
mended “schools and places 
of  amuse ments be closed and 
public meetings discontin-
ued.” Omaha banned all public 
gatherings, including church 
and school. The government 
balloon school in Omaha was 
placed under quarantine. Fre-
mont was dealing with a short-
age of  nurses, losing them not 
only to illness, but to Red Cross 
efforts to fight influenza.

The National Association of  
Mo tion Picture Industries sus-
pended all movie releases. 

In New York, sneez ing in pub-
lic without covering the mouth 
was made a misdemeanor, pun-
ishable with a fine of  $500 or 
one year in prison or both.

North Bend was hit as hard 
as any town in Nebraska. On 
Oct. 10 the statewide news re-
ported that “the disease ap-
pears to become an epidemic 
in some localities,” and listed 
North Bend and Geneva as two 
towns where the deaths were 
mounting.

Things would get worse 
before they got better, as the 
Spanish flu was just hitting its 
stride.

“Never in the history of  
North Bend has the commu-
nity been called upon to suf-
fer the death loss that has oc-
curred during the past week,” 
declared the Oct. 17 Eagle, as 
the deaths of  four more flu vic-
tims were solemnly reported. 
Among that total were a moth-
er and her daughter who died 
hours apart.

North Bend’s death toll stood 
at eight victims in 11 days.

With several illnesses among 
its staff, the North Bend Eagle 
had to scrounge for enough 
help to put the paper out and 
apologized for the scarcity of  
news in the Oct. 17 issue. 

“We believe it is a conserva-
tive estimate when we say that 
at least 50 percent of  the fami-
lies of  North Bend and vicinity 
have been or are at present af-
flicted with the influenza,” the 
Eagle wrote. “In some cases as 
many as six or seven (are) ill in 
one household. There has been 
but little traveling, no visiting 
and consequently there has 
been nothing doing.”

The day after the Eagle pro-
claimed the North Bend com-
munity had never been hit so 
hard by death, four local citi-
zens died on Friday, Oct. 18.

While the flu typically preys 
on the young and elderly, the 
Spanish flu was claiming 
healthy victims in the prime of  
their lives. Of  the eventual 23 
local flu fatalities, 17 of  them 
were between the ages of  16 
and 46.

Chairman Thom and the 
North Bend Board of  Health 
reminded people that with the 
ban on public gatherings, fu-
nerals should be as private as 
possible and confined to rela-
tives only.

On Oct. 23, all troop move-
ments of  recently drafted Ne-
braskans was called to a halt 
and troops were put under 
quarantine. That same day, the 
state board of  health followed 
many local boards and issued 
an order to close all theaters, 
schools, churches and public 
gatherings indoors and out un-
til at least Nov. 2.

The death of  Eagle employee 
Clifford Corn on Oct. 20 made 
it 14 deaths in a span of  16 days.

While the worst had passed, 
the Third Wave still loomed on 
the horizon.

Epidemic: Society grinds to a halt as gathering in public banned

The outbreak in North Bend made regional news, 
as demonstrated from this clip in the Oct. 19, 
1918, Lincoln Evening State Journal.

North Bend has received a lot of publicity the past two weeks. 
The Fremont Tribune has taken advantage of our unfortunate 

situation during the epidemic of the Spanish influenza and has played 
up the deaths resulting from it with flaring heads, at the same time 
failing to report any sickness in the county metropolis. Evi dently an 
attempt was made to cover the true condition existing in Fremont, 
as it has come to us from good authority that practically every other 
house in Fremont has suffered or is at present afflicted with the flu. 
A week after the North Bend Board of Health took action to close 
up the schools, churches, etc., to prevent the spreading of the disease, 
the Fremont board was considering doing likewise, but figuring that 
a lot of extra business – business that was going there on account of 
the “raging” of the epidemic in North Bend and other smaller cities 
of the county—postponed putting on a ban on public gatherings, 
etc., until it became absolutely neces sary. North Bend has been hard 
hit with the flu and we are not trying to conceal the true condition, 
however it is not fair for Fremont to be taking picks on North Bend. 
Capital has been made of our plight, when other communities are 
suffering as severely as is this vicinity. The Omaha Sunday World
Herald had an article on its front page, dated at Fremont, crediting 
North Bend with fifteen deaths, when at that date there had been six 
in the city proper and seven in the surrounding community. It seems 
hardly probable that Fremont would get through untouched, when the 
epidemic is “raging” on all sides of the getthebusiness city.

 North Bend Eagle, Oct. 24, 1918

Eagle claims media bias
Per capita, North Bend was one of towns hardest by the flu in 
Nebraska. Or was it? The editorial below, which ran in the Oct. 24, 
1918, North Bend Eagle, claims that certain media outlets were 
unfairly playing up the situation in North Bend for economic rea-
sons. 

from page 1

Part 2 Next week:
Including
• The Third Wave of the flu 
  pandemic strikes North Bend.
• A study shows that the world
  wide outbreak didn’t begin  
  in Spain, but more likely in
  Kansas.
• A local health expert talks 
  about what made the Spanish 
  Flu so deadly.

Alex Thom 
was the 
mayor 
of North 
Bend and 
chairman 
of its board 
of health 
during the 
flu crisis of 
1918-1919.
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